Progression of Geography Concepts-Locational Knowledge

Pupils build on their knowledge of the UK by learning that the UK is divided into regions

and contains important cities, counties and landmarks.

They locate Hartlepool in the north-east of England and London as the capital city of
England and the United Kingdom.

Pupils extend their locational knowledge beyond Europe by studying Africa as a
continent and Zambia as a country within Africa.

They locate Zambia in relation to the equator and begin to understand how location
influences climate, landscape and daily life.

Pupils locate major mountain ranges in the UK and around the world,
including the highest mountains and the Seven Summits.

They identify key rivers locally, nationally and globally, and understand that
rivers have sources, courses and mouths.

Pupils study North America and learn that it is made up of 23 countries.

They locate countries, major cities, physical features and climate zones

Pupils will be able to name places in their day to day life e.g.
places that they regularly visit.

EYFS Year 1l Year 2

Pupils begin by developing a sense of location through their immediate environment
and the wider United Kingdom.

They learn where their school and local area are located and begin to understand
that the United Kingdom is made up of four countries: England, Scotland, Wales and
Northern Ireland.

Pupils are introduced to the seven continents and five oceans.

They begin to understand that the UK is located in Europe and that the world is
made up of different land masses and bodies of water.

They also learn that places near the equator are often hotter, while places near the
North and South Poles are colder.

across the continent.

They also develop understanding of latitude, longitude and time zones,

using these to describe location more precisely.

Year 3

Pupils broaden their locational knowledge through a study of the
United Kingdom and Europe.

They learn that Europe is made up of 44 countries and identify
major European countries, capital cities and landmarks.

Through the study of volcanoes and earthquakes, pupils locate
tectonic plate boundaries, the Ring of Fire and major volcanic
regions.

They begin to understand that the location of volcanoes and
earthquakes is linked to the movement of tectonic plates.

Pupils apply locational knowledge to global themes such as
sustainability, energy, Fairtrade, climate change and rainforests.

They locate countries and regions linked to these themes,
including Iceland, Brazil, Curitiba, the Congo rainforest and the

Amazon rainforest.

Pupils identify rainforests around the world and understand
their relationship to the equator and warm, wet climates.

They use global maps to locate tropical rainforest regions and

consider how location affects climate, vegetation and
biodiversity.

Year 5 Year 6

Pupils locate coastal areas, deserts, South America and Greece.

They learn that South America is made up of 12 countries and identify key
countries, cities, rivers, mountains and biomes across the continent.

Pupils study Greece, including its mainland peninsula and many islands.

They revisit UK regions, especially the North-east of England, and locate
coastal areas using maps, atlases, latitude, longitude and grid references.



Progression of Geography Concepts-Place Knowledge

Pupils compare Hartlepool with London, identifying similarities and differences
between a local area and a capital city.

They consider landmarks, population, transport, tourism, buildings and land use.
Pupils also compare Hartlepool with a contrasting non-European location in Zambia.

They explore daily life, food, water use, homes, rivers, rural settlement and climate.

This develops early comparison skills between local, national and international places.

Ask questions about what it is like in another country.

Pupils will show their knowledge of other countries through
role play, artwork and stories.

EYFS Year 1l Year 2

Place knowledge begins with familiar locations.

Pupils explore their local area, including the school, playground, nearby streets,
parks, shops and local landmarks.

They identify features they recognise and begin to describe what makes a place
familiar or distinctive.

Through the study of hot and cold places, pupils compare contrasting environments.

They begin to notice that different places have different weather, landscapes and
ways of life.

This provides an early foundation for comparing places using simple geographical
vocabulary.

Pupils study the United Kingdom in greater depth, exploring settlements,

In their European study, pupils compare countries, capital cities and

Through volcano and earthquake case studies, they examine how physical
processes affect different places and communities.

Pupils study places through complex global case studies.

They explore Iceland as an example of sustainable energy use and
Curitiba as a green city.

They investigate Fair trade producers in different parts of the world
and consider how trade links people and places.

In rainforest learning, pupils compare the Congo and Amazon
rainforests.

Pupils compare mountain regions, river environments and locations within
North America.

They examine climate, vegetation, animals, indigenous communities,
settlements, resources and environmental pressures.

They consider how climate, altitude, landscape and natural resources
influence how people live and work.

Pupils explain how human and physical factors interact in different
global locations.

Through river studies, pupils explore how rivers are used in different places
for farming, transport, industry, energy, tourism and recreation.

In North America, they examine similarities and differences between
regions, including variations in climate, settlement, land use and physical
features.

Year 3 Year 6

Year 5

Pupils compare the North-east of England with areas in Greece, including
differences and similarities in settlements, land use, ports, tourism,
agriculture and economic activity.

industries, tourism and trade.

They consider how places are connected through movement, goods,

services and employment. Through the study of South America, pupils explore Brazil and other
countries, considering culture, trade, natural resources, biomes and
environmental issues.
landmarks.
Pupils compare places in increasing depth, explaining how physical
features, climate and human activity shape different regions.

They begin to explain how location can influence risk, settlement and

human activity.



Progression of Geography Concepts-Human and Physical Geography

Pupils revisit human and physical features and apply this knowledge to different UK and

international locations.

They identify landmarks, buildings, roads, rivers, coastlines, parks and other features, explaining

whether they are human or physical.

Pupils study weather and climate in more detail.

They learn that weather describes daily conditions, while climate describes typical weather patterns

over a longer period.

They explore weather forecasting and understand that satellite data and observations help predict

weather.

Pupils learn about different climate types, including temperate, tropical, hot dry and polar climates.

Pupils will name some common physical features.

Pupils will show respect of different cultures.

EYFS Year 1l

Pupils are introduced to the difference between human and physical features.

Human features are things made or built by people, such as houses, roads, shops
and schools.

Physical features are natural features, such as beaches, rivers, fields, hills and
forests.

Pupils learn about the four seasons and how weather changes throughout the year.

They explore hot and cold places, the equator and polar regions, and begin to link
location with climate.

They also learn that some places experience different types of weather and that
weather can affect people, animals and landscapes.

They learn that mountains can be formed through tectonic activity, folding,

faulting and volcanic processes.

Pupils study mountain formation, altitude, climate and tourism.

Pupils study sustainability, renewable and non-renewable
energy, climate change, stewardship, Fairtrade, agriculture,
inequality and global development.

They consider how choices about energy, trade and land use
affect people and environments.

Rainforest learning includes rainforest layers, climate,
biodiversity, tribes, logging, farming, mining and deforestation.

Pupils explore how deforestation affects ecosystems, climate,
wildlife and communities.

Human and physical geography are strongly connected as pupils
analyse the impact of people on environments and the impact of
environmental change on people.

They explore how altitude affects temperature, vegetation and human activity.

Pupils study the water cycle and the journey of a river from source to mouth.

They learn about erosion, transportation, deposition, meanders, tributaries and

river pollution.

They also explore how climate change can affect the water cycle, river systems and

extreme weath

Year 2 Year 3

Pupils deepen their understanding of physical geography by studying the Earth’s
layers, tectonic plates, volcano formation and earthquakes.

They learn how the movement of tectonic plates can create volcanoes, earthquakes
and other landforms.

Pupils also study human geography through settlements and trade.

They learn that settlements are places where people live and work, and that trade
involves buying and selling goods, services or resources.

They begin to understand how physical environments can influence where people
settle and how they live.

Year 5 Year 6

Pupils study coasts, including beaches, cliffs, headlands, bays, caves, arches, stacks and
stumps.

They learn about tides, waves, longshore drift, erosion, transportation and deposition.
They examine how coastal erosion changes landscapes and affects communities.

Pupils learn that deserts receive less than 250mm of rainfall per year and study desert
climates, landscapes and adaptations.

Through South America, they explore biomes, ecosystems, flora, fauna, trade and land
use.

They also consider how economic activity is linked to natural resources and
environmental conditions.



Progression of Geography Concepts- Geographical Skills and Fieldwork

Pupils use maps, atlases and aerial photographs to locate countries, capital cities,
regions and landmarks.

They compare aerial photographs and maps to identify physical and human features.

Fieldwork includes observing and recording weather, collecting simple data such as
rainfall or temperature, and comparing weather conditions between places.

Pupils begin to use geographical evidence, such as maps, photographs and simple
charts, to support observations.

Pupils will be able to observe closely what is around them and
make comments on what they can see.

EYFS Year 1l Year 2

Pupils learn that maps are two-dimensional drawings of places.

Pupils use topographic maps to understand land height and relief.
They interpret contour lines, layer shading, spot heights and elevation.
They use maps and atlases to identify mountains, rivers and countries.

Pupils are introduced to 4-figure grid references to locate geographical
features.

They use latitude and longitude to identify places on Earth.
Fieldwork may include observing local rivers, recording environmental

features, identifying signs of pollution and considering actions that support
environmental care.

Year 3

Pupils develop map-reading skills by using symbols, keys and route maps

They use simple maps, aerial views, symbols and keys to represent familiar
locations.

with increasing confidence.

They learn that maps are usually aligned with north at the top and use

They begin to follow and create simple maps of the classroom, school and
playground.

Pupils are introduced to the four main compass directions: north, east, south and
west.

compass directions to describe location and movement.

Orienteering develops practical navigation skills.

Pupils use cardinal and inter cardinal compass points, including north-

Fieldwork focuses on observing the local area, identifying human and physical
features, recording simple information and using maps to talk about places.

east, south-east, south-west and north-west.

Fieldwork includes following routes, using control points, navigating
around the school or local area and interpreting simple map information.

Pupils use maps, case studies, data and research to investigate
global geographical issues.

They interpret evidence, compare sources and draw conclusions
about sustainability, trade and environmental change.

Fieldwork includes collecting and analysing data linked to
sustainability in school, the local community or local shops.

Pupils design questions, carry out surveys, collate findings and
evaluate results.

They use geographical evidence to make informed conclusions
and propose actions linked to stewardship and sustainability.

Year 5 Year 6

Pupils progress from 4-figure to 6-figure grid references, allowing them to
locate features more precisely.

They use Ordnance Survey maps, symbols and keys to identify coastal and
land use features.

Fieldwork includes studying a coastline, identifying coastal features,
observing evidence of erosion or deposition and recording findings.

Pupils use geographical evidence from maps, photographs, data and
research to compare places and present conclusions.
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