
WEST VIEW
Geographers across the 

Curriculum



Geographic Figures

These significant individuals, both historical and contemporary, have profoundly influenced the field of Geography as we understand it today.
These individuals will be explored during our Geography lessons across all year groups. They will encourage children to view Geography as a
future career option and help to develop their understanding of Geography’s relevance in the world around them. Additionally, we have made
conscious connections to local Geographers, both past and present, to support our children's aspirations for their future careers, these are

highlighted with a green border throughout.



Continents and
Oceans

Jacques Cousteau 
Ocean Explorer

Local Area
Study

Gerardus
Mercator 

Cartographer

Continents and
Oceans

Jane Goodall 
Primatologist and
Conservationist

Year 1

Hot and Cold Places
Great Thunberg 
Climate Activist

Continents
and Oceans 

Ernest
Shackleton
Antarctic
Explorer

Hot and Cold Places
Dr Becky Sanderson 
Newcastle University
Physical Geography

and glaciers

Continents and
Oceans

Steve Backshall
TV presenter and

explorer



Year 2

Weather and
Climate 

Felicity Aston 
Suffragette in

early 20th-
century

Weather and
Climate

William Roy 
 Polar

Explorer

UK Comparison
Study

David Livingstone
Explorers

Weather and
Climate

Captain Robert
Falcon Scott 

Polar Explorers

UK
Comparison

Study 
Ibn Battuta 
 Traveller &
Geographer

Weather and
Climate 

Rachel Carr
 Newcastle
University

Climate Change

Explorer
Nellie Bly 

 First women to travel
around the world



Explorer
Captain James Cook

Navigator

Year 3

Comparison
Study
Danny

Dorling 
Social

Geographer

Explorer
Christopher Columbus

Navigator

Volcanoes and
Earthquakes

Alfred
Wegener 
Scientist

Orienteering
Alastair

Humphreys
Adventurer

Volcanoes and
Earthquakes

Arianna Soldati 
Volcanologist and

National Geographic
Explorer

Volcanoes and
Earthquakes
Iain Stewart
Geologist



Mountains
John Muir

Conservationist
and

Mountaineer

Year 4 

North America
Meriwether Lewis

 explorer who  crossed the
newly acquired western

portion of North America in
1804-1806

Mountains
Gertrude Bell

Mountaineer and
explorer from
Washington,

County Durham

Rivers
Rachael Carson

American Marine Biologist
and environmentalist

North America
William Clark

 explorer who  crossed
the newly acquired

western portion of North
America in 1804-1806

Mountains
Nick Crane

Broadcaster,
explorer and
mountaineer

Mountains
Dr Kate Evans

Glaciologist



Year 5

South America
Ed Stafford

Explorer who walked the
length of the Amazon

Coasts and Deserts
Sylvia Earle

Marine Biologist

Explorer
Alexander Von Humboldt

Naturalist and
Geographer

Coasts and Deserts
Marie Thrap

Geologist and
Oceanographer

South America
Cristian Donoso

One of South America’s
greatest explorers

South America
Dr Ana Laura Zavala

Guillen
Latin-American historical

geographer 



Stewardship
Wangari Maathai
Environmentalist

Year 6

Rainforests
Kira Salak
Writer and
adventurer

Energy and
Sustainability 

Vanessa
Nakate

Climate Activist

Energy and
Sustainability
Stuart Dawley

Newcastle
University

Renewable
Energy

Rainforests
Ben Fogel

Broadcaster and
adventurer

Energy and
Sustainability

Dr Leah
Stokes

Energy Policy
Expert

Stewardship
Sir David

Attenborough
Broadcaster and

Naturalist



Professor
Rachel Pain
Newcastle
University

Professor of
Human

Geography

Notable North

East Geographers

Professor
Peter Hopkins

Newcastle
University

Social
Geographer

Henry Daysh
Significant British geographer,
best known for his influential
leadership of the Geography

Department at Armstrong College
(now Newcastle University) 

Professor Ray Hudson
Durham University

Emeritus Professor in the
Department of Geography

Ronnie Peel
Newcastle
University
The first
physical

geographer
at Newcastle

Martin
Frobisher

 English sea
captain and

privateer who
made three

voyages to the
New World

Kate Adie
Broadcaster and

international
correspondant

Robert
Swan
First

person to
walk to

both poles

https://www.google.com/search?q=Geography+Department&safe=active&sca_esv=1a208481548ed92a&ei=CItzae_QPOychbIPsYngyA0&ved=2ahUKEwjHhpLo9KGSAxXbVUEAHTsrN-cQgK4QegQIARAB&uact=5&oq=henry+daysh+geographer&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiFmhlbnJ5IGRheXNoIGdlb2dyYXBoZXIyBRAhGKABSPMfUIkCWLIfcAB4ApABAZgBuwGgAf4HqgEDNy4zuAEDyAEA-AEBmAIKoALtBsICBBAAGEfCAgsQLhivARjHARiABMICChAAGIAEGIoFGEPCAgUQABiABMICBhAAGBYYHsICCBAAGIkFGKIEwgIFEAAY7wXCAgcQIRgKGKABmAMA4gMFEgExIECIBgGQBgiSBwM2LjSgB5sdsgcDNS40uAfqBsIHBTIuNi4yyAcWgAgB&sclient=gws-wiz-serp
https://www.google.com/search?q=Geography+Department&safe=active&sca_esv=1a208481548ed92a&ei=CItzae_QPOychbIPsYngyA0&ved=2ahUKEwjHhpLo9KGSAxXbVUEAHTsrN-cQgK4QegQIARAB&uact=5&oq=henry+daysh+geographer&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiFmhlbnJ5IGRheXNoIGdlb2dyYXBoZXIyBRAhGKABSPMfUIkCWLIfcAB4ApABAZgBuwGgAf4HqgEDNy4zuAEDyAEA-AEBmAIKoALtBsICBBAAGEfCAgsQLhivARjHARiABMICChAAGIAEGIoFGEPCAgUQABiABMICBhAAGBYYHsICCBAAGIkFGKIEwgIFEAAY7wXCAgcQIRgKGKABmAMA4gMFEgExIECIBgGQBgiSBwM2LjSgB5sdsgcDNS40uAfqBsIHBTIuNi4yyAcWgAgB&sclient=gws-wiz-serp
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=web&rct=j&url=https://www.ncl.ac.uk/gps/about/geography/our-history/&ved=2ahUKEwjHhpLo9KGSAxXbVUEAHTsrN-cQy_kOegQIARAC&opi=89978449&cd&psig=AOvVaw1OeCa6kEpf62i31xPmtLy9&ust=1769266325742000
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=web&rct=j&url=https://www.ncl.ac.uk/gps/about/geography/our-history/&ved=2ahUKEwjHhpLo9KGSAxXbVUEAHTsrN-cQy_kOegQIARAC&opi=89978449&cd&psig=AOvVaw1OeCa6kEpf62i31xPmtLy9&ust=1769266325742000
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_World
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